CRIMINAL JUSTICE  AND  SOCIAL
RECONSTRUCTION

INTRODUCTION
In the critical period after the war, the problem of crime can
be expected to absorb many of the energies devoted to the task
of social reconstruction. The rise in criminal activities which,
in one form or another, is almost inevitable after such an earth-
quake will mean much hard work for courts and administrators
of criminal justice. That the penal system in practically every
country will have to be modernized nobody is likely to deny.
It is, however, the main purpose of the present book to show that
much more is required in the name of social reconstruction than
only a reform of penal systems.
Apart from the deplorable setbacks due to the world wars,
the reform of penal methods has, in many countries, made con-
siderable headway in recent times. Of the criminal law itself,
however, the same can, unfortunately, not be said. In the minds
of the man in the street as well as of the expert the desire for an
improvement of penal methods has almost completely over-
shadowed the interest in an equally thorough overhauling of the
criminal law. We have made considerable efforts to discover
what sort of person the offender is and why he has broken the
law, and we rack our brains to find out what to do with him.
This, however, is not enough. Hardly ever do we pause for a
moment to examine critically the contents of that very law the
existence of which alone makes it possible for the individual to
offend against it. Any new ideas that have made their appear-
ance in the field of the criminal law within the past fifty years
have been largely confined to questions of treatment. The
great movement from the doctrines of the classical school to
those of the sociological school which has taken place during that
period has first and foremost meant the replacement of the aim
of retribution by that of reformation ; the more scientific and
humane treatment of the juvenile and the mentally abnormal
offender ; the working out of more efficient methods of dealing
with the habitual criminal 5 the widening of the scope of judicial